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Which Is More Important, Migration of Agricultural Labor or Unemployment:
A Comparative Research of China and the United States
Hu Jingbei
Abstract: Intersectoral migration of agricultural labor and changes in unemployment occur in
every country all over the world. This paper investigates their comparative relevance for short-run
macroeconomic analysis from their effects on aggregate output. A criterion is set up to check in which
cases migration or unemployment change has greater output effects. This paper then finds that output

effects of changes in unemployment are greater in US while that of migration predominate in China
between 1979 to 2008.
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