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Current Migration of Labor out of Agriculture in the World and
Deagriculturalization Transition in the Human History
Hu Jingbei
Abstract: World’s migration of labor out of agriculture may reach the rapidest and broadest phase in its
history since 1990s. The mankind finally went through the first half of its journey to migrate labor force
from agriculture as it entered into the third millennium AD. It indicates that the current era belongs to the
deagriculturalization transition which is of importance only comparable with the agriculturalization transition
around 10,000 years ago. We define the agriculturalization transition as the rise in agricultural share of labor
from zero to 80% and the Deagriculturalization Transition as the fall from 80% to zero. Accordingly, we
divide the human history into three stages of gathering and hunting, agriculture and post-agriculture, two
transition periods of agriculturalization and deagriculturalization. The current period of human evolution

> <«

may be described more accurate by the term of the deagriculturalization transition than Kuznets’ “modern
economic growth”. And the term of the deagriculturalization transition highlights the necessity of human’s

push beyond agriculture in order to sustain its civilization during the future geological epoches.

Key word: world’s migration of agricultural labor, changes in agricultural share of labor, deagriculturalization

transition, division of human history
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